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From the Richmond Enquirer, of Aug. 7.

INTERETSING CORRESPONDENCE,
BETWEEN CITIZENS, OF ELIZABETH
CITY COUNTY, VIRGINIA, AND MR.

VANOUREN,

. We have the pleasuVa of laying before
our readers this morning, a very frank
and able letter from Mr. Van Buren, in re-
ply to four citizens of Virginia. He da- -

t--

velopehis opinions in relation to Aboli- - substance of them, was repeated, with
theTariff.Internal Improveroents, ditional explanations, in a letter recently

m u

it

t;

huij iiiu iiiuuia qui oi mr roinseu. ine
last portion of the letter is perfectly new
and aatisfatery. Mr. Van Buren explicit-
ly declares, that the bill was not submit-
ted to him, before it was transmitted to
Congress and he moreover expresses in
relation to the arming and training of the
militia, a every Republican would desire.
He cruelly dissipates the humbug of the
Whigs, on all these points; and this Whig
army of 200,000 men, will scarcely enter
the field of electioneering again, We
reccommend the letter to the attention of
our readers and we wpnder very much,
whether General Harrison has answered
the same interrogatories. But he de- -

clares.he will not answer such interroga- -

tories, whether put by friend or foe. The
Little Magician has waved his wand, and
dissipated also the panic humbugs which
Mr. Clay attempted to raise out of this
bill, in his speech at the last Hanover din-
ner, lie need not be afraid, il Mr. Van
Buren be tliat he will press
the bill because it appears to be no great
fayorite with him, or any of his friends
in Congress.' Let the purturbed spirit of
the Kentucky Orator, therefore,' rest:'

Elizabeth City County, Va.
- June .12, 1840.

v Dear Sir r-- The - prominent attitude
which you now occupy in relation to the
coming Presidential contest, confers upon
every voter of this widely extended Re-

public, however humble may be his con
dition, a right to inquire your views upon
each one of those momentous questions

which now agitate the public mind.
Prompted, not by an impertinent cu

riosity, but solely by a desire of ascer
taining whether your views or those of
Gem Harrison coincide more nearly with
our own, we are induced to propound to
you the following questions, viz:

1. Will you, if Prejsident,veto
any bill having tor its object the abolition
.of slavery in the District of Columbia; or,

.1J 1 ! I 'llwou.u y0uci.uu Wyu... gnu.uu.-p- -
wAnviiiliAna nf thA mililm mmiPif in nnv

. . . ..1 C sisiate, soliciting am (or me emtmcipiuion
T of their slaves?
f 2. Do vou think that, at this time, the
Safety of the public money requires a re--

chartering of the United States Bank; or

candidate for his favor, for an unnerved
avowal of his opinions in regard to all mat-
ters of public concern that it may become
bia official duty to act upon, is not only
of inestimable value to the success of
political institutions like ours, but may, I
think, without exaggeration be regarded
as indispensible to the maintenance of
Republican Government. Viewing the
subject in this light, and having satisfied
myself that in propounding question to
me you have, as you assure me, been ac-

tuated by an unfeigned desire to be able
to bestow your suffrages understanding
and to possess yourselves of information
which you deem material to that end, I
cheerfully comply with your request.

You ask, me, first, "whether if elocted I
wjll veto, any bill having for its object,
the abolition of slavery in the district of
Columbia t or whether I will sanction any
bill granting appropriations of the pub-
lic money to any State, soliciting aid for
the emancipation of their slaves?" My at
tention has been frequently heretofore
called to the first branch of your inquiry;
and my views in respect to it given. The

addressed by me tp a committee compos
edof citizens of Louisville, Kentucky,
in reply to a question, embracing among
other things, he particular point now re-

ferred to. As my reply to your several
questions will, unavoidably, be of consid
erable length, I have nqt deemed it advi
sable to repeat that answer here but will
cause each of you to be supplied with a
copy thereof, and cannot dqubt your being
satisfied that-- I havj at least fairly met
the subject. The second branch of your
inquiry, though scarpely of less impor-

tance, was npt brought into view on that
occasion. Nearly all now agree that the

t ederal uovernment possesses no more
power to interfere with the institution of
slavery in the Slates; and the general and
undoubtedly the correct principle is, that
the Federal Government cannot apply
the nationalunds to objects, upon which
they are en-ne- t expressly prohibited from
acting, or in respect to which there is an
acknowledged absence of delegated au-

thority. Usage,supposed necessity and ap
parently uncontrollable considerations of
expediency have, from time to time, led
to limited expenditures for which it was
not easy to find a warrant in the Consti
tution. But these have always been re
garded by the sincere friends ofastrict con
struction of that instrument as matters to
be regretted, and as far as possible to be
prevented. Ihetormot your question
presents for consideration the points
whether the consent of the slave States
could confer on the Federal Government
the con8titational power to apply the pub
lic funds to the emancipation of their
slaves. I unhesitatingly say it could not,
and that 1 never could give my sanction
to such a measure. If State consent
could confer power where the want of it

would otherwise be so manifest, 1 find it
dificult to conceive of any case in which
the same result could not, with at least
equal propriety, be claimed to follow from
the same

.
cause.

.
The

.
establishment of

b , begt j j
. .V K ' T ?

ment, inevitably lead to the prostration
of that partition of powers .between the
General and State Governments, which
the framers of the Constitution intended
to erect, and might well be dreaded as an

i vucuiuu nuay w au emir aiiu uiv.v va- -

teded action by Congress .upon the par--

ticular subject under consideration. We
have seen too much of the progressive
.character of constitutional encroachments
in the early stages of the Government, to
feel assured that a continued practice of
contributing to the emancipation of slaves
by the appropriation of money, might not,
in course of time, lead to attempts by the
Federal Government to accomplish the
same object, without either the consent of
the slaveholder or indemnity tor his jpas.

You next ask me, centlemen, whether
I think that, at this time, the safety of the
public money requires a of
the United States Bank, or wnetner 1

would sicn a bill chartering such an insti
tution. My opinions upon the subject of
a United States Bank were asKed when
1 was first a candidate for the Presiden-

cy in IS36, and were so fully given as to
meet not only your question, dui aiso,
I which the subjectthink, every

. .
aspect

mi mi tran be made to assume, i ney win pe

found in mv letter to the Hon. fsherrod
Williams of Kentucky, which has been
extensively published, and are therein
thus expressed:

"You next ask whether I will sign and

approve (if it becomes necessary to secure
nd save trom aepreciauon, me revenue

and finances of the nation, and to afford

a unund uniform currency to the people

of the Un ted States,! a bill, ( wiin proper

modifications and restrictions) chartering
KnU of the United States. " " ""

"In the published letter of Mr. Bul-ie- r

to Mr. Garland, which has already

been referred to, he thus states my opin-

ions nnon the subiect of the bank: 'Mr.

Bank of the United States, were express
ed in the Senate of the United States
in 1828, repeated in his letter to the
Shocco Springs Committee, whilst a can
didate, for the Vice Presidency, and have
been so freely uttered by him, that there
cannot; I think, be occasion to say much
upon that subject. But to close the door
to cavil, I state 1st. That be holds that
Congress does not possess the power to
establish a National Bank in any of the
States of the Union, nor tq establish in
such States, the branch of apy bank lo-

cated in the District of Columbia; and
Sd. That he is, therefore, decidedly op-

posed to the establishment of a National
Bank in any qf the Slates; and is also op-

posed to the establishment of any such
in the District of Columbia as unneces
sary and inexpedient, and as liable to a
great proportion pf the abuses which have,
in his opinion, been practised by the ex-

isting bank.'
"This declaration, with other uniform,

repeated and published avowels of my
sentiraepts, in regard to a United States
Bank, would I had supposed, be sufficient
to save me from further interrogation on
that subject; but as you have thought pro-

per- to push the inquiry further, and, to
that end, to place the matter before me
in a form studiously adapted 'to present
the question in its most favorable contin
gent aspect, you will, I am sure, be neith-

er surprised nor dissatisfied, if I deem
it due to myself as well as to tho subject
tq give it more particular and enlarged
consideration than I have heretofore felt
it necessary or proper tp do.

"I am induced tq ernbraco for this
purpose the opportunity yoq have presen-
ted to me the more readily, from a deep
conviction of the incalculable importance
to the people pf the United States, that
this long agitated and distracting subject
should be finally settled, and from a hope
that what I have to say upqn it may, from
the situation in which the partiality of my
fellow-citizen- s has placed me, contnbute
in some degree to so desirable a result.

" I greatly fear, that whilst there is iu
any quarter reason to hope that a charter
for a new bank can in any condition of
the country be obtained from the Fed-

eral Government, there will be neither or-

der nor stability in the pecuniary opera
tions of the country. If it can be ascer-
tained that a discredited curreucy and
pecuniary embarrassments will bring a

charter, what security have we that such
a state of things will not be produced?
Is it doing violence to truth and justice,
to attribute to expectations ot this char
acter, the crusade which we have witness
ed for the last two years against the de
posit e banks, against the efforts of the Ad
ministration to restore a specie currency,
and Against all the hscal arrangements of
the Treasury! Will any candid and well
informed man pretend that such things
would have been, if it had been consid
ered as settled that theBank of the Uni
ted States is not to be revived? I think
not. The settlement of the deposite
question, by the bill of the last session,
will doubtless cause a suspension ot this
destructive career; but is there not rea
son to apprehend that it will recommence
with the first appearance of any thing
like a reasonable chance for the
lishment of a National Bank? Every
thing, therelure, which may serve to. ar
rest or prevent the atitationof this sub
ject, if only for a season, is of great val
ue. In the published opinions to which
I have already referred, my opposition to
the establishment of the United btates
Bank, in any of the States; is placed on
the want of constitutional power in Con
gress to establish one. those who con
cur in denying this power, nevertheless
differ amorjg themselves in regard to the
particular views by which their respec
tive opinions are sustained. Some admit
that Congress has a right to create such
an institution, whenever its establishment
becomes necessary to the collection, dis
bursement, and preservation of the reve
nue : but insist that no such necessity ex
isted when tho charter of the old Bank
expired, or has arisen since. With this
class, the considerations to which you al
lude would be essential, and might have

controlling eltect lor such persons
make the power to establish a Bank de
pendent upon them. My objection, on
the contrary is, that the constitution doe
not give Congress power to erect corpor
ations within the States. This was the
main point of Mr. Jefferson's celebrated
opinion against the establishment of the
first National Bank It is an objection
Which nothing shorx of an amendment
to the Constitution can remove. We know
it to be an historical fact that the) conven-
tion refused to confer that power on Con
gress, and I am opposed to its assumption
by it uporf any pretence whatever. If its
possession shall at any time become ne
pessary, the only just way tq obtain it is
to ask it at the hands of the people, in th
form piescribM by the Constitution
Holding this opinion, and sworn to sup
port that instrument ai it is, I could, not
find in the circumstances to which,, you
refer, ejther warrant oj,excuse or

so frequently infringed upon by tb appa-
rently unavoidable action of the Govern-
ment, that a final and satisfactory settle-
ment of the question bas been prevented.
The wide difference between a defini-
tion of the power in question upon pa
per, and its practical application to the,
operations of the Government, has been
sensibly felt by all who have been entrus-
ted with the management of public affairs.
The whole subject was reviewed in th
President's Maysville message. Sincere-
ly believing that the best interests of th
whole country, the quiet, not to say lha
stability, of the Union, and the preserva-
tion of that moral force which perhaps, as
much as any other, holds it together, im-
periously required that the destructive
coime of legislation upon that subject
then prevalent, should, in some proper
and constitutional way, be arrested, I
throughout gave to the measure, of
which that document was an exposition,
my active, zealous, and anxious support.

"The opinions declared by the Presi-
dent in the Maysville, and his succeed-
ing annual message, as I understood
them, are as follows: 1st. That Congress
does not possess the power to make and
establish a road or canal within a State,
with a right of jurisdiction to the extent
I have stated; and that if it is the wish of
the people that the construction of such,
works Bhould be undertaken by tbe Fed-
eral Government, a previous amendment,
of the Constitution conferring that pow-
er, and defining and restricting its exer-
cise, with reference to the sovereignty of
the States, is indispensable. 2d. An in-

timation of his belief that the right to
make appropriations in aid of such Infer-
nal Improvements as are of a national
character, has been so generally acted,
upon, and so long acquiesced in by the
Federal and Slate Governments, and the.
constituents of each, as to justify iuj ex-

ercise, but that it is nevertheless, highly
expedient that even such appropriations
should, with the exception of such as re-

late to light house?, beacons, buoy pub-
lic piers, and other improvements in the
harbors and navigable rivers of tbffUnit '

ted States, for the security and facility of
our foreign commerce, be deferred at
least until our national debt is paid. 3d.
That if il is the wish of the' people that
the agency of the Federal Government
should be restricted to the appropriation.
of money, and extended in that form in.
aid of such undertakings, when carried
on by State authority, then the occasion.
the manner, and the extent of tbe appro-
priation, should be made the subject of
constitutional regulation.

"In these views 1 concurred; and I
likewise participated in the difficulties
which were encountered, and expressed
by the President, in adopting the princi-
ple which concedes to the Federal Gov--
ernment the light to make appropriations
in aid. of woiks which might be regarded
as of a national character difficulties
which arose as well from the danger of
considering mere usage the foundation
of the right,-a- from the extreme uncer
tainty and consequent insecurity of tho
best rule that had ever been adopted, or
that could, in the absence of positive con
stitutional provision, be established.
The reasons on which these objections
were founded are so fully stated in the
document referred to, and have been so
extensively promulgated, that it Is unne-

cessary for me to repeat them here.
Subsequent reflection and expenenca
have confirmed my apprehension of the
injurious consequences which would
probably flow from the continuation of
appropriations for internal improvements

'
with do better rule for the government
of Congress than that ot which I have
spoken ; and I do not hesitate to express
it as my ppinion, that the general and
true interests of the country would be
best consulted by withholding them,
with the exceptions which I have already
referred to, until some constitutional reg
ulation upon the Subject has been made.

"In this avowal I am certainly not in-

fluenced by feelings of indifference, mu,cb,

less of hostility to internal improvements.
As suh, they can have no enemies. I
have never omitted to give them all thei

proper aid in my power, for which, by
the way, I claim no particular merit, as I
do not believe there is an honest and
sane man in the country who does not
wish to see them prosper; but their con-

struction, and the manner in which, and
tbe means by which they are to be effect-

ed, are quite different questions. Rath-

er than again expose our legislation to all
the corrupting influences of those' scram-

bles and combinations in Congress which
have been heretofore witnessed, and t&a

other affairs pf the country to the injuri-

ous effects unavoidably resulting fr.om

them, it would, id my opinion, be jnnn- -
itely preferable to leave wonts or me
character spoken of, and not embraced
in the exception which has been pointed
out, for the present, to tbe supports upon;,

which they bave reposed with so much

success for the last two years, viz: State;

efforts and private' enterprise. If tha
ITeat bod of the people become pqn ;

federal Government to direct its opera-
tions in the manner best calculated to
distribute, as equally as possible, its
burdens and blessings amongst the sever-
al states and the people. My views up-

on this subject were several years ago
spread before the people of the State,
and have since been widely diffused thro'
the medium of the public press. My ob-

ject at that time was to invite the atten-
tion pf my immediate constituents to a
dispassionate consideration of the sub
ject in its various bearings, being well as
sured that such an investigation would
bring them to a standard, which, from iu
moderation and justice, would furnish
the best guarantee for the true interests
of all. If, as has been supposed, those
views have contributed in any degree to
produce a slate of feeling so much to be
desjred, I have reason to be gratified
with the result.

The approaching, and, if the policy
of the present Executive is allowed to
prevail, the certain and speedy extin
guishment of the national debt, has pre
sented an opportunity tor a more equita-
ble adjustment of the tariff, which has
been already embraced by the adoption
of a conciliatory measure, the spirit of
which will, I doubt not, continue to be
cherished by all who are not desirous, of
advancing their private interests at the
sacrifice of those of the public, and who
place a just value upon the peace and
harmony of the Union.

u The protective system and its pro-
per adjustment became a subject qf fre-

quent and necessary consideration, whilst
1 formed a part of the Cabinet j and the
manner in which the President proposed
to carry into effect the policy in relation
to imposts, recommended in his previous
messages, has since been avowed with
that frankness which belongs to his char-
acter. To this end, he recommended 'a
modification of the tariff, which should
produce a reduction of the revenue to tlje
wants of the Government, and an adjust:
ment of the duty upon imports, with a
view to equal justice in relation to all
our national interests, and to the counter-
action of foreigu policy, so far as it may
be injurious to those interests.'

In these sentiments I fully concur; and
I have been thus explicit in the statement
of them, that there may be no room for
misapprehension as to my own views up
on the subject. A sincere and faithful
application of these principles to our leg
islation, unwarped by private interest or
political design a restriction of the
wants of the Government to a simple
and economical administration of its

only administration which is
ponsistent with the purity and stability
qf the Republican system a preference
in encouragement giyea to sucji manu-
factures as are essential tq the national
defence, and its extension to others in
proportion as they are adapted to our
country, and of which the raw material
is produced by ourselves, with a proper
respect for the rule which demands that
all taxes should be imposed in proportion
to the ability and condition of the con-
tributors, would, I am convinced, give
ultimate satisfaction to a vast majority
of the people of the United States, and
arrest that spirit of discontent which is
now unhappily so prevalent, and which
threatens such extensive injury to the in-

stitutions of our country."
You next ask me, whether I would

sanction any bill granting appropriations
of the public money, for the purposes of
internal improvement, by means of ca-

nals, railroads, die.
My views upon the subject of internal

improvement by the Federal Government
were given at the same time and upon
the same application. They are as fol-

lows:
"Internal improvements are so diver-

sified in their nature, and the possible
agency of the Federal jElqvernment in
their construction so variable in its char-
acter and degree, as to render it not a lit
tle difficult to lay down any precise rule
that will embrace the whole subiect.
The broadest and best defined division is
that which distinguishes between the di
rect construction of works Qf internal im
provement by the General Government,
and pecuniary asajstance given by it to
such as are undertaken by others. In
the former are included the right to make
and establish roads and canals within the
States, and the assumption of ns much
jurisdiction over the territory they may
uwupy, us ib uecessary io me i r preserva
tion and use. the iattans restricted to
simple grants of money, in aid of such
works, when made under State authority.

The Federal Government does not,
in my opinion, possess the power first
specified ; nor can it derivo it from the as-

sent of the State iu which such works
are to be constructed. The money pow-

er, as it is called, is not so free from dif-

ficulty. Various rules have from time to
time been suggested by those who pro-

perly appreciate the importance of pre-

cision and certainty in the operations of
the Federal .power. bat they bave been

I am not only willing but desirous that
the people of the United States should
be fully informed of tho precise ground I
occupy on this subject. I desire more
especially that they should know it now,
when an opportunity, the best our form
ofGovernment affords, wilt soon be pre
sented, tq express their opinion of its
propriety. If they are in favor of a Na
tional Sack, as a permanent branch of
tneir insiitutiqns, or if they desire a Vjhief
Magistrate who will consider it his fluty
to watch the course of events, an give
or withhold his assent to suph an institu
tion according to the decree of necessi
ty for it thai may in his opinion arise from
the considerations to which your question
refers, they will see thai my
in the promotion of either of these views
cannot be expected. If, on the other
hand, with this seasonable, explicit, and
published avowal before them, a majority
of the people of the United States shall
nevertheless bestow upon me their suffra
ges for the office of President, scepticism
itself must cease to doubt, and admit their
will to be that there shall not be ' any
Bank pf the United Slates, until the peo
ple in the exercise of thier sover
eign authority, see fit to give to Congress
the right o establish one.

"It is because 1 cannot doubt that the
expressioq of the popular will, made un-

der such circumstances, must have a
tendency to arrest further agitation of
this disturbing subject, for four years at
least, and most probably, from the great
moral influence which the often express-
ed opinion of the majority of the people
in a Republican Government is entitled
to, for a much longer period, that I am
thus full and explicit upqn the point to
which you have called mv attention.
However much we may differ upoii the
abstract question involved in this contro-
versy, no reflecting man can doubt the
healthful and invigorating effects whjch
any thing that looks like a settlement of
this question must have upon all the bus-

iness, as well as political relations of trie
country. Tho public mind has been
long and painfully agitated by it, and
needs repose. The fruits; of this agita-
tion have been bitter and abundant.
Men of business require to be put in a

tuation that they may adapt their affairs
to a state qf things which promises per:
manenpy. that character is alone ne-

cessary' to give success to the present
system. No rational plan for the regula
tion of the fiscal affairs, of the country
can fail to succeed, if the mass of our in-

dustrious and enterprising population,
without regardtq local, sectional or po--

tical distinctins, are only sincerely de
sirous for its success. Unce satiaty
them that things are in this respect tp
remain stable, nd it is not in the pature
of things possibje Aat they can refuqp
their aid and suppoft to that whicf) con-

cerns them so nearly, and upon which
their prosperity, private as well as public,
is so essentially dependent. If our cor-

respondence shall have tliq effect to con
tribute in any degree to bring about a
state of things in which we all have so
deep an interest, and which should be
desired by all, I will rejoice that il has
taken place."

My conviction of the truth and justice
of these views upon this vitally import-
ant question, have been confirmed by all
my subsequent experience, and will, 1

doubt not, from the principles upon
which they are founded, endure to the
end of my life.

My opinions upon the tariff, which is
the subject of your third question, were
asked when I was a candidate for the
Vice Presidency, by a pqrtion of my fel- -
low-citize- of North Carolina, and free-

ly given, Their application reached me
but a short period before t(ie then ap
proaching election, and to sepure in eve-

ry portion of the fJnion, as general and
early a knowledge of my views as was
practicable, 1 caused them to be forth-

with published aUAlbany. They were
reiterated in lodo, when a .candidate tor
the Presidency, and contain the general
principles by which it is my intention to
regulate my omcial course. It was sin
cerely friendly to the passage of the com
promise bill, and have always been, and
still am, disposed to carry it into full and
fair enect. I he opinions ot which 1 bave
spoken were expressed in the following
t,erms: .'-....- .

41 Although my official acts in relation
to the protective system might well be
regarded as rendering the avowal unne-
cessary, 1 think it nevertheless proper to
say, that I believe the establishment of
commercial regulations, with a view to
the encouragement of domestic products,
to be within the constitutional power of
Congress. Whilst, however, 1 bave en
tertained this opinion, it has never been
my wish to see the power in question
exercised with an oppressive inequality
upon any portion of our citizens, or for
the advantage of one section of the Un-

ion at the expense ol another. On the
contrary, I have at all times believed it

thelff fcj th wcreJ duty of those who are
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would you sign a bill chartering such an

'institution'?
I' fl Arinvnti'in ffltortrinf nrpaArvtno1 n- -

J ,tl - r.vww..'p
j,tire the Taritt Uompromise?

4. Would you sanction any bill Want
-.! - ff U- - ..

ing appropnauuus ui, mo (uuiii; uiuucy,.f ,i i i" : t l ; n nI0r mo purpuaa ui i)iibiuui iiiuruvnuicut,
bv means of canals, rail-road-s, dec!

S.' D you approve Df Mr. Poinsett's
scheme for the organization of the mil-tiat- '

The preceding questions We been
proposed to Mr. Harrison. Believing their
decision 6t be of vital importance to the
Interests and institutions of the South,
and hoping you may cencelvo them to

be of such consequence, as to merit an
answer,

We are respectfully,
Your obediant servants,

- JOHN B. CARY.
. . A. G. HUDGINS, M. D

- THOMAS JONES, J. P
G. A. CARY.

Hon. M. Van Bubes, President

MR. VAN BUREN'S REPLY.
' Washwoton, July 31, J840

Gentlemen: Ofhcial duties growing
out of the closing scenes of a greatly
protracted session of Congress, added to
titpse which are of daily occurr ice, have
rorapelled me to postpone to this time, a
reply to your communication. 1

You have not. centlemen, in the course
you have pursued, misjudged either the
extent ot your own rights, nor the impor-
tance of a free communication of opin
Ion net ween the constituent and a pro
posed representative. The authority of Van Buren's ejpiont Jn. npri to Jtty

ar .
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